| NATURE of FAITH 


> 


* | CONSIDERED IN a 


FROM THE 


‘BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS; 
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‘Affembled at KerrerinG, in NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE, 
| | 
ipo Jones, 6, and.7, 17813). 


Maintaining the important’ Doétrines of three equal Perfoné. it 
the Godhead; eternal and ‘perfonal Election ; original Sin; particular 
Redemption ; free Juftification by'the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteoufs 
nef; efficacious Grace’ ins Regeneration ; the final Perfeverance of 
Saints; ‘and’ the Independency, or congregational Order of, the 
Churches oF’ Chrif inviolable,‘ - 


the feveral Churches. they, reprefent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting 4t Nottifigham, Sheepfhead, Leicefter, Sutton-in- 
the-Elms, Arncfby,~ Foxton, Clipfione, Oakham, Soham,. Ket- 
tring, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carleton, and 
St. Alban’s; as alfo the many Churches not yet in the Affociation, 
who, notwithftanding, countenance it, by thé Attendance of 
_ their Minifters and many of their Meggbers:— 


Bins met at ‘the time and place appointed, and after unitedly 
a 


paying our grateful acknowledgments to eur gracious Gop for the 
vour, and feeking hjs' prefence and bleffing, we pgoceeded to the perufal 
of ‘the letfers ‘from the feveral ‘Churches, and were, we truft, fuitably 
affected with the different accounts tranfmitted tous. We greatly lament 
_ the Jow effate of religion in fome of the Churches, and rejol in the 
Comparative profperity. of others.) "We with that all may be ftirred up to 
fervency, and frequency im perfonal and focial prayer, to the 
rengthening the things which remain, that are ready to die.) A fupine 
dnd indolent ‘fpirit,” ought to“bé dreaded, and watched againit. And 
(* every duty performed a3 in the fight of Gop, and profpeét of eternity.’ 
We entreat you to fearch the fcriptares with diligence, deliberation, and — 
3 a ; in Order to-an yah acquaintance with the wrath, a¢ it is in’ 
us.» That being undenit’s*genuine influence, you may walk as be-" 


cometh faints, and adorn. the doctrines of Gop your Saviour in all things 5 


for which purpofes, take care of grieving the Spirit of Gop in any inftanee. 
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Look to him for thofe illuminating, enlivening, and fan&tifying influences ; 
which are abfolutely neceflary to evidence your relation to Chrift, and 
right'to eternal glory. ‘Take care of a light and trifling fpirit in religion. 
Confider, that thole fubjes which involve your eternal interelt, and 
from whence vour fupport, and comfort as chriflians, immediately flow, 
undoubtedly claim a precedence in| your efteem, aud demand your clofeit 
attention, and moft diligent enquiry; in order to a proper acquaintance 
with their wature, and genuine tendency, Several things are reprefented 
in {cripture as neceflurily connected with falvation ; it there/ore becomes 
every expeftant of glory, if he would not be afhamed of his hope, to 
examine impartially what thofe things are, and whether he 1s or 1s not the 
happy fubject of them. 

In our feveral annual letters we have endeavoured to explain and re- 
commend to your ferious confideration, various truths of infinite im- 
portance ; which we with may be reviewed with attention and care. If 
you are the happy fubjects of God’s falvation, you will cordially receive 
and defire increaling acquaintance with it’s various attendants. And of 
all the lovely train, there is nothing by the oracles of truth more fully and 
freqhently afferted as infeperably connected with it, than repentance to- 
ward: Gop, and faith in eur Lord Jejus Cori? ; which were the common 
grand topics of apoflolic miniftrations. 

In our laft letter we treated of the former, and we hope it will not be 
thought unfeafonable now to adrefs you on the fubject of gofpel faith, 
about the nature of which, many chriltians feem greatly perplexed, 
owing perhaps, in fome meafure, to inattention ; not duly confidering the. 
different fenies in which the term is ufed, not only in {cripture, but in 
common converfation. In order therefore to obtain clear and determinate 
ideas of fpecial faith, it may be proper to make a few explanatory re- 
marks refpe&ting faith in general. 

1. By faith is fometimes intended uprightnels, or the virtue of integrity; 
asin 2 Thef. 3.2. Deut. 32. 20. hae: 3. 3. Math. 23. 23. Jn the 
fame fenfe it is ufed in common fpeech. Hence a treacherous, periidious 
conduct in nations to each other, is called a breach of public faith. 

2. It frequently refers to the power of working miracles, as in Math. 
17. 20, Mark 2. 5, Acts 14.9. and in various other places in the new 
tellament. And the fame term is ilill ufed in a fenfe fomewhat fimilar. For, 
when miraculous productions are now afcribed to men; or marvelous effects 
are pretended to flow from inadequate caufes, the wife and confiuerate 
frequently fay, refpefting fuch things, awe have no faith. 

3- By faith, is in icripture mo commonly meant a belief of the truth. Yet, 

4. Itis frequently put for the truth believed. 

So in common language faith is ufed to exprefs the things believed, as 
well asthe act of believing. When a perfon has made a declaration of 
his religious fentiments, what is more common than to fay this is my faith; 
and others to {peak of it as a confefion af faith? And one y&eed is com- 
monly called the Belief, becaufe it contains the principal articles of the 
chriflian faith, being a fummary, or the fubftance of. it’s capital truihs. 
Thes in common {peech, faith is fpoke of not only Jubjectively, by which 
we mean the act of believing, of which the believer 1s the fubje€t; but 
odjeBively, by which is intended-the matter believed, or the objects faith 
_ Agreeable to this "arid common diflin&tion, the fcrip-. 
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eares treat of the faints moft holy faith; which faith the great and profound 
apoitle gives a clear and ¢om prehenlive definition of in a few words, when 
he enters on the important iubject in his letter to the believing Hebrews, 
chap, 11. Vv. 1. Vow faz b is the fubfiance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not feen. ‘The firit part of the dennition feems to refpect things 
believed, or the fubftance and compendium of truth; which bein 
recious to the real believer, is therefore reprefented as the objedt.of his 
Sond. and which he long$ for the enjoyment of. Odjed?ively eonfidered, 
Chrit and the fubftance| of gofpel truths are called faith, being what 
every real chriftian believes, or in which he places full confidence as 
matters of fact. Thougl no chriflian, while in this world, is fully ac- 
| quainted with the whole compats of truth, yet being taught of Gon, they 
are all led into the /um aor /ubfamce of i. For we know in part, and 
 prophefy in part. ‘1 Cor.|13.9.) If ahy man will do bis will, he fhall 
food of the doctrine * which is according to godlinefs.+ For the meck 
he will guide in judgment, the meek he will teach his way.{ Being all 
brought to acknowledge and confide in the fubitance of truth relating to 
falvation, they are exorted to contend earnellly for the faith, as delivered 
to the faints, Juce 3. And to ftand faft in the faith, (1 Cor, 16.13.) To 
ftand fait in one {pirit andjone mind, ftriving together for the fait of the 
gore. (Phil. a. 17.) Thas it is faid Paul preached the faith which he 
fore deftroyed. Faith, in the fenfe in which we now {peak, is in {crip- 
ture reprefented as the matter of jultification. It was accounied to 
Abraham for righteoufnefs, {Rom, 4. 3--g.) i. ¢. not the things which he 
did, but what he believed was the ground of his acceptance with Gop. 
For the juft thall live by his faith, But alas, how many have been tofled 
toand fro with the winds of falfe doétrine, and inflead of bolding| /aft their 
confidence, have made fipwwreck of Faith, and lot all confeiencidus regard 
to truth. ‘his was the lamentation of the apoftle, for in hig day the 
propagators of error the faith of fame. Tim. 1. 19. 
Phef. 1.13. Tim. 5. 12. 2 Tim, 2. 18. That is, they did not jabide in, 
but departed from, the dodtrine of Chrift, 2 Johng. Oh that the feveral 
Churches we reprefent, and now addrefs, may ever continue as fleady 
pillars in fupport of truth! That Jefus may fay of each, as he did to the 
church of Pergamos, Thou holdeit fait my name; and hait not denied 
my faith. Rev. 2. 13. 

The fecond branch of the apofiles definition relates to faith /ubjeZively 
confidered, or the § act of] believing; which he obferves, Js the evidence 
of things not feen. Believing appears to be nothing more nor leis than 
the prevalence of evidence in the mind. Without evidence rea/, or 
Seppjea, there can be no believing. A man cannot believe that to be 
Az | true 


John 7,\17- 1 Tim. 6.35. Pf. 25.9. 

§ Some are fo curjoufly critical (or captious) as to be difpleafed with thofe who 
cail believing an a4. It is not * aél they fay, becaufe “‘ a man cannot help believing 
when evidence appears fufficiently clear.” Cana perfon help defiring that which he 
citeems the chiet, good? Aredefires therefore no aéts? The mind cannot help 
Are thoughts no aéts on that account? It is range, that becaufe a man cannot avoid 
efiing, therefore he does not aét at all. If believing be not an a& of the mind, there 
ave No mental aéts of any kind. For there is no mental aét in which perception, and 
Celition, if more concerned. 

10 compare believing to refpiration, perfpiration, and the circulation of out blood, is 
_ to darken council with words without wiedge ; feeing none of thefe motions of 

@nimal nature, are the effets of uaderflanding and choicey and therefore are neither 
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 ¢rue which he does not \think isa faét; and none can think that a fa&t 


which he imagines there is no reafan to believe is true. It would not be 
more abfard to fay, a man may be well acquainted with that of which he 
is ignorant, than to aflert a man may believe that to be true, which he 
apprehends there is no evidence of it’s reality? Faith may be fal, as 
well as feigned: but even the belief of a Lie, Aw the perfon appre- 
hends itis a fa when he believes it. Faith, whether true or falfe, na- 
tural or fpiritual, is a crediting report made, or reprefentation given, of 
perfons and things. Faith in, and difbelief of what is reported, whether 
relating! to things /acred, or civil, are the rhea effects arifing from 
the different apprehenfions perfons form of the evidence produced in fa- 
vour of/the reality of what is defigned to be propagated. When perfons 
relate matters of fact, from their own knowledge and obfervation, evidence 
in fach|a cafe will to others appear clear, or doubtful, according as their 
Opinions are of the judgment, and integrity, of thofe by whom the report 
is made, ‘This being the cafe, defigning men have always pretended to 
confiderable advances towards perfection, and infallibility ; knowing that _ 
the greatelt abfurdities will be generally credited, provided the propagators 
of them be held in reps for wifdom, and uprightnefs. On the 
other hand, perfons of the greateft integrity and confumate underftanding, 
as the blefied Jefus, and the holy tm cer and apoftles were, have through 
prejudice been difregarded, and their well-authenticated teftimony treated 
with cantempt, through the fubjetts infiited upon being difagreeable to 
the corfupt difpofitions of men ;* and contrary to their pre-conceived ideas 
and prevalent opinions, The enemies to divine truth have in all ages 
refitted) the Holy Ghoft, in refpe& of the evidence he has given of it’s 
reality and nature. Therefore feeing fuch receive not the truth in the 
love ofit, that they might be faved ; for this’caufe Gop fhall fend them 
ftrong delufions, that they fhould believe a lie; that they all might be 
damned who believe not the wuth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnels, 
Thef, 2. 10, 11. Such deluded fouls were, led to a falfe taith, or the 
belief of a he, through enmity to the truth, and a regard to the figns and 
lying wonders referred to in verfeg Again, it may be proper to obferve, 
that faith, or believing, may fimply relate to the exiftence of perfons, or 
things,| without including their adheting qualities; becaufe we have 
evidence of the being or reality of various perfons and things whofe pro- 
perties we can have no faith in, thofe not being explained in the report 
concerning them. But where gualities, or their true nature, whether 

ood or bad are likewile defcribed, faith, in fuch a cafe, is effentially de- 
Scien, junlefs thefe are believed to be what they are, as well as the 
exifiencd of that to which they belong or adhere. ‘There may be faith 
in the reality of perfons and things where there is none in the reported 
quality or character. For inftance, every one to whom the report has 
come, “ae there has been a fucceffion for ages, of perfons at ree, 

| calle 


criminal Not commendabk. “The greatef villain may fweat have good lungs, 
and a lar polfe; and a cood man may have an afthma, or in an high fever 
without jncurring guilt; otherwife it would be a horrid fin to dic; feeing a tota 
eeffation of animal motion, does then take place. It might be proper for fuch adepts 
in criticifm, to try their kill in fettling the point wich the apoftle James, whe fpeaketh 
in this wife, ** Thow éecliewe? there is a God thou docft well,” James 2. 19. There is 
need of a critical expofition of the apofile’s words, for the benefit of the public ; that — 
they may learn how to de wyil without deimg any thing; or how well doing comports 
with the dea of total 


| 
| 
| 


>}. 


called popes; but though it has likewife been reported that they were - 
Peter’s fucceffors, and Chrift’s vigegerents on earth, yet blefled be Gon, 
many have no faith in hat matter, becaufe on due examination there is 
no proof, or evidence, to fupport the claim, On the other hand, the 
Jews believe that Jefus Chrift was in the world, but though there is fall 
evidence of his being the A/efiah, yet they have no faith in him as fach, 
owing to enmity againit him, and criminal inattention to the concurrent 
telimony of the {criptures of truth, which their fathers fulfilled, in con- 
détaning of him. T Ky do not fee that the mofaic dilpenfation was done 
away in Chnft, not through want of evidence, which fhines with more 
than meridian brightnefs, bat becaute of the blindnefs of their hearts: 
upon which there is a io to thisday, and will remain ull fovereign grace 
fhall turn them to the Lord.* Once more; faith frequently,-in common 
affairs, as well as in religion, refpetts interef? and claim. But to fuppart 
Juch a belief requires evidence of a relative nature. Who ever laid claim 
to a kingdom, or even a cottage, mere/y on account of believing the 
defcription of it. However firm a perfon’s perfuafion be of the exiffence 
of {uch a place, and though he likewife believes that it is beautiful for 
fituation, yet common /enfe checks prefumpuon, and teaches the neceflity 
of evidence of perfonal right, in order to appropriating faith, or a believ- 
ing itis hisown. Dear brethren, we with it to be oblerved and remem- 
bered, that believing of every kind is founded on evidence. A perfuafion 
however firm, which has nu evidence to /upport it, 1s not faith, but 
ancy. 
f Thefe few general obfervations we hope, if duly confidered, will tend 
to make the Vripcare account of ftrwe faith, more eafy to be underftood 5 
and likewife to illuftrate the apoftles definition of it’s complex nature, 
i,¢. as it relates to the things believed, and the ad of believing things 
unfeen¢ which may, with the ftriéteft propriety, be {aid to arile from the 
evidence of invifible realities. 

Having made thefe tew general remarks for the purpofe of ellucidatin 
the fubjeét, we fhall nowendeavour to explain the nature of faving faith, 
or that believing with which the falvation of the foul flands connected in 
the {criptures of truth. And as we live in a period wherein the mature 
of faith is not only mifanderftood by many proteflors, but it’s meceffity 
denjed, and a dull, partial morality made the all, or whole of religion ; 
it 1s therefore equally neceflary we fhould endeavour to point out it’s real 
importance. As it is your ecification and comfort, in connection with 
Gop's glory, which we have principally in view, and with to promote, 
we therefore intreat you, dear brethren, to unite with ug in fervent fup- 
plications to the divine throne, for a biefling to accompany the attempt, 
that it may not be in vain, but crowned with great fuccefs, 

By faith in Jefus Chrift we underiland a cordial belief of the trath, 
as itis in him, or related tohim. And a true fcriptural faith in the Son 
of Gop is divided in the volume of infpiration, into three dittinét 
branches, which, as we have obferved, is the cale reipecting faith in 
common. 

Firft, believing that things declared in the report of the gofpél-con- 
cerning the Saviour, are real faué?s, and not fables. Evidence of their 
being fo, arifeth from a conviction of the divine original of the holy 


fcriptures, which teitify of him. | 
"There 


> Cor, 13--36. 
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There is fufficient evidence that holy men fpake as they were moved by 
the haly ghoit. Were|men quite impartial, and diligent in their enquiries 
into the Givinity of the fcriptures, they would be conftrained to acknow- 
ledge them as the true fayings of Gop. And if the teftimony of men 
be received and credited, farely the teftimony of Gop is greater. Who 
that confiders the nature of deity, and Aumanity, and obferves a contra- 
di@ion in the reports made by them, can forbear faying, Let Gad be true, 
and every man a liar. Rom, 3. | | 

The things relating to Chrift’s perfon as Gon, and his complex capa- 
city as Emanuel, Goo in our nature, are afferted, and their truth de- 
monitrated in the facred pages. The language by which fuch truthe are 
therein revealed is plain and ftrong, fuited to convey énteli:gence and 
carry convition to every confciencions enquirer. ‘The fame may be faid 
concerning his offices, undertakings, relations, blood, and obedience. 
And thus faith the Lord is a fuflicient evidence of matter of faé, though 
in various inflances the nature and modes of truth eftablithed by his 
authority, may infinitely tranfcend the comprehenfion of finite beings. 
But, in fuch inftances, Gop does not require men to believe sow things 


are, the modus or manner of which are not explained, or revealed. ‘That 


would be to require faith without evidence of fact, contrary to his cei/dom, 
and egyity. Itis criminal not to believe the myftery of godlineis, and 
that it js without controverfy great. But the my/erteus nature of a revealed 
truth is| neither the of faith nor the /udjc@ of human underftanding, 
No reafpnable objection can be made apainit Gon’s requiring his creatures 
to believe the reality of divine myfferies, or that fome things are, though 
the manner Jow they are, remain an impenetrable fecret; teeing it is. the 
fame in a vaft variety of initances, refpecting faith in common, or the 
general) belief of mankind, in regard to the things of nature. The 
doftrines of gravitation, and cobefon of matter are generally believed, 
though no one pretends to know, or believe dow thele things are. 

In regard to the varions doctrines, and ordinances of the gofpel, they 
are fo intelligibly made known in the {ftriptures, that men have believed, — 
and may without /aserzatural illumination, believe and defend them, con- 
fidered imply as matters of fact. Simon the forcerer, believed, and wes 
baptized. And many believed for a time who forfook Jcfus and walked 
no more with him. ‘Thou believeit fays St. James, there is a God, thou 
docit well; but the devils believe and tremble. Satan believed and ac- 
knowledred, as well as the apofile Peter, that “ang was the Chrift the Son 
of the living Gop.* Suth a faith is fo far right, and abfolutely neceffary 


- go falvation ; for, faith the redeemer, excepr ye beliewe that I am he, ye 


fall die iz yeu? Bart though neéceffary, it is awfully deficient, as 

it does not prove it’s fubjects to be in a fafe fate; it docs not influence to — 

love and) obedience, but\is dead, being alone. James 2.17. Therefore 
Secondly, Truc faith, or a believing unto righteoufnefs, includes in 


| Mean approbation of Chrift, and the goipel. For in the word of Gop not 


only the reality of things are eftablifhed, but their sarure, and qualities, 


_ are declated, and exhibited, Therefore, as the apottle obferves, it is not 
only a faithful faying (ar what may be depended upon as a faa, but 


likewile) | «verthy of all atecptation, (as Containing intelligence infinitely 
good, and defirable, as well as true,) that Fefus Chriff came inte the 


to Jave Tim. The precion/ne/s of Chritt, and the 


Saitablene/s 
® Mark 3.15. + John 3. 24. 
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fritablene/s of the gofpel to the helplefs and miferable condition of guilty 
men, are fubjects on which the feriptures copioufly treat, and beautifully 
illuftrate their intrinfe worth and fou!-faving efficacy; and which only 
true chriftians really credit and cordially embrace: for though the carnal 
profeflor may be /ound in the faith, as it relates to the theory of religion, 
and believes the /ame things confidered fimply asa /jfem of ellablithed 
fads, which the real chrittian does, yet being under the dominion of fin, 
and deftitute of {piritual difeernment, he does not behold the beauty of 
divine truths, and therefore does not believe an ¢/éntial part of the gofpel 
report; but refpecting their intrinfic value, tranicendent excellency, and 
infinite glory, they are undelievers;: though they give a cold affent to 
various things, as matters of fact, yet in ref{pe&t of the marrow, and /oxd 
of the gofpel, om which the faints feaf, and dy which they are influenced, 
they have no faith. Hence thofe who receive not the truth, in the love of 
it, that they might be faved, are abfolutely deicribed, and treated as 
unbelievers, 2 Thef. 2, 10,11. Thole who have no faith in the foweline/s 
of Chrift, and to whom the evidence of gofpel glory is Sid, are deltitute of 
an intereit in falvation, having believed in vain.* But thofe who receive 
and fully credit the gofpel, confidered as tidings of great joy, they not 
only believe the srush of the divine report, relating to fad@s, but the 
evidence of it’s containing good tidings of good things, they clearly per- 


ceive; and therefore earneitly defire the full poffeflion and enjoyment of 


them. Agreeable to the aforelaid view of things, the apoitle, whea 
{peaking of true faith, as exemplified in the old teftament faints, fays, 
concerning Chrift and gofpel bleflings, they were not only perfaaded of 
them, as matters of fact, but embraced them as the chief good. Heb, 11. 13. 

You will perceive, dear brethren, the propriety of confidering approba- 
tion Of Chriit and the gofpel as effential to true faith, if you attend to the 
icriptural account of it, as influencing the minds of the godly, towards it’s 
glorious object, and bleffed author: and whilft you read, we wifh you to 
reflect on your own experience, whether your fouls have, or have not, 
felt the genuine operations of, this precious faith, It is neceflarily pre- 
fuppoféd in the goipel, that the human race are in a guilty, impure, and 
helplef$ ftate ; for the end of Chrift’s incarnation was to procure pardon 
for, and convey purity to, the fons of men, 

The defign of his offering up himielf as a facrifice, was, that they 
might be delivered from punishment. He bore the threatened curfe, 
that they might efcape the tremendous vengeance of the juilly-offended 
Deity, and be brought into an happy ftate of amity and friendfhip with 
Gop; be rendered capable of ferving him with chearful obedience, of 
enjoying {weet communion with him here, and uninterrupted felicity 
hereafter; where their fouls will fee and enjoy the infinite deauty and 
' bounty of Jehovah, for ever and ever, Thefe being the kind defigns of 
our condefcending Saviour, he therefore has not only procured for 
them, by his obedience and death, a legal title to perpetual blifs, and 
opened a way to the celeftial world ; but in order that they may be frted 
for fach a fate of {piritual enjoyment, the Holy Gholt is fent to convince. 
of fin, and give them a due fenfe of obligation to their faviour, and a 
proper view of the moral perfeétions of the great Kternal. By his infinite 
Operations, they become the fubjeéts of new icn{ations, being made alive or 
Celivered from the ftate of fpiritualinfenfibility, in which they lay, when 
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_ and retleemed his people, and fays, I will fee you again. Behold I fland 
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the Spirit of Gon, the underftanding, which was before in total darkne(s, 
refpetting the fpirituality of divine objects, now perceives the propriety 
of Jehovah's government, with the direful effets flowing from their unpro- 
voked revolt, and criminal oppofition to his rightful authority; from 
thence intelligence is conveyed to the confcience, of dreadful danger, and 
impending ruin. Conicience being roufed, aicends the feat of judgment, 
and pronounceth the awful fentence of death, in the moft terrific 
manger; thereby the paflions are alarmed ; fcar trembles, and the ima- 
gination pictures future mifery in ten thoufand awful forms; ope fickens, 
and in agony expires; the will is perplexed, and knowns not what to do; 
would be glad to eae approaching ruin, and flee from the doleful 
found damhation, which echoes through the foul. But where, O where 
can the finner run for fafety, or how thall-he be fcreened from eternal 
tribulation, anguith, and unutterable woe? Former refuges fail, pone all 
fwept away by the deluge of writh. And the frightened foul feels 
feif furrounded with the heart-fearching omnipotent, in the character of 
a finsavenging Goo, In the above alteration, which by the Spirit of 
Gop jis produced, and extended through the foul, is even included the 
primary, or firlt actings of faith, by which the fcripture teitimony con- 
cerning the nature Gop’: the equity, fpirituality, extent, and per- 
petuity of his law is ¢redited, and approved as holy, juff, and good; and 
the divine folemn detlarations refpecting the Aateful nature of fin, it’s 
infinite demerit and damning tendency are no longer doubiful, but molt 
firmly believed, However, being now the fubject of a principle which 
severes, and pays clofe attention to the word of the Lord, and hear- 
ing of a faviour ggacioufly provided for felf-ruined finners of the 
human race; the guilty, but now renewed foul, is difpofed to make a 
ferious and diligent enquiry into the truth of the reviving report, which 
being| done, the important fact is found not only eftablithed beyond a 
doubs, but the evidences of the infinite ability and /uitablene/s of Jefus 
the faviour, and the neceflity of his great falvation, appear clear, full, 
and decifive. For the falvation in it’s nature and extent, is adequate to 
all the defires and utmoit withes of fuch a perion, becaufe it confifts not 
only in a freelom from the punifhment due to him, but alfo from it’s 
power and pollution. This being the cafe, true faith operates in every 
powerjof the foul. is with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, 
which believing is copioufly defcribed in fcripture, as corre/pending with, 
and exactly agreeing to, the various reprefentations of Chrift, it’s peculiar 
objet, In all which defcriptions, evidence and approbation of the excel- 
dency of the trath believed, are connected, illattrated, and eftablifhed. 
From the many inilances which might be given, we fhall {elect the 
following few : | 

t. Faith in Jefus is called a receiving of him, John 1.11.12. Col. 2. 6. 
and when fo, it frequently refpeéts the teftimony concerning him being 
believed, and properly rezarded. See John 3. 32, 33, 36. ‘Thus, when 
Paul befought the Lord to thew him the path of duty, Jefus appeared to 
him and faid, get thee quickly out of Jerufalem; for they will not receive 


thy teflimony concerning me, i.e. they would not believe it. Aéts 22. 18. 


Chrift is reprefented as a kind, compaffionate vifitor,* for he hath vifited 


at 
* Luke 1.68. John 26,22, Rey. 3. 29. 


in tre[paffes and fins., In confequence of an internal change produced by 


cr- 


(9) 


tat the door and knock, &c. Now when fuch an idea of Chrift is given, 
what fo proper to reprefent the attings of faith towards him as a cordial 
reception of him, or the foul giving Jefus an hearty welcome. -Again, 
faith is called a becaufe Chritt is fet forth as Gop’s unfpeakable 
gift to the fons of men; believing in him as fuch, is the foul’s glad accept- 
ance of the ineftimable favour. . A gracious Gop fays J.giwe, the language 
of faith is 7 rake. 42. 6. Pialm. 16.13. Reve 22.97, 
2, Chrift is frequently compared in the {criptures to a place of {afety, 


and is reprefented by a refuge, an om tower, an houje of defence, an- 


biding place, a covert:* and by other figures which tend to fhéw the ne- 
ceffity of an application’to him for deliverance from danger, which con- 
victed finners view themfelves expofed to without a poflibility of efcaping, 
but as found in him. This being the cafe, the defcription of faith is 
beautifully diverfificd, for believing in him confidered as a refuge, &c. 
would be improperly called a rece/ving him as in the former initancts, 
therefore it is denominated a ay or running to him, and an abiding 
in him. He is to the faints an hotte of defence, to which they continually 
refort, and has been their dwelling-place in all generations: for to him 
the righteous run and are fafe, there being no condemnation to thofe who 
are in Chrift Jefus. Hence the apoftle, and with him every real chriftian, 
-withes above all things to be found in him. Phil. 3,9. | 

3. If we confider Chrift as lifted up for the healing of wounded fouls, 
as the brafen ferpent was in the wjldernefs, for the cure of the bitten 
lfraelites: ‘In that refpect, and in’ every other in which he is fet forth as 
an obje&t to be viewed, faith in him, as fuch, is called a /ooking to him. 

His compaflionate language to miferable finners is, Behold me, behold 


me, Ifai. 65. 1. Look anto me all ye ends of the earth and be ye faved... 


Accordingly it is written, They looked to him and were lightned, 
Pf. 34. 5. and faints run the race fet before them, looking to lefus. ‘They 
fee him who is invifible. For though they now fee him not with eyes 
of fleth, yet believing, they rejoice with joy unipeakable and full of 
glory, 1 Peter r. 8. 

4. Heis called the hidden manna, the bread of life, and is to his 
people as rivers of water in adry place. When fo reprefented, believing 
in him is-deftribed by ditkerent terms, ‘and illuttrated by the natural a¢ts 


of eating and drinking,t becaufe the fonl’s fupport and Tpiritual vigour is 


entirely dependent on him, who is it’s meat indeed and drink indeed ; 
therefore, faith in him as fuch, is with the Preatelt propriety, reprefented 
not by ooking to him, as in the former cafe, but by Awing upon dim and 
who is the only fit nourishment for imaortal and heaven-born 

5. When Jefus is defcribed as a liberal friend and generous benefafor, 
or reprefented as a phyfician, captain, and counfellor, or whatever 
character amongft men be brought to illuftrate and fet him forth, as one 
to whom the gathering of the people fhould be in thofe cafes faith, or a 
believing in him, is, with beautiful propriety, called a coming to him. 
Hence he fays, He that cometh unto me fhall never hunger, and he that 
believeth in me fhall never thir, John 6. 35.--37. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, aud I will give you refit, Matt. ti. 28. 

6. In a word, a cordial belief of divine truth is digerently denominated, 
as the various articlesof faith, to Jeflus, are weated of 

acr 


® Pf. 38,2, Heb. 6, 13. 32.2. + John 6, 33. to 53, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
é 


| 
80 
| | 


facred fcxiprates, or his infinite excellencics. defcribe?. For inflsnee, 


 befieving is called a trulting in him, when refpect is had to his veracity 
and ability. I know, faith the apditle to Timothy, whom I have be- 
| Mewed, (or truited) and | am periuaded that he is able to keep that which 
he fays, In whom ye alfo truited, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
ithe gofpel of your {alvation’; an whom alfo after that ye believed ye were 
fealed ‘with*that Holy Spirit of promife, 1 Tim. 1.12. Epb. 1.13. Ivis 
Tevident.that ¢rafing and believing are ufed him as fynonimous terms, 
\meaning ‘the fame thing; and there is.nothing abitrufe os dificult to be 
underftood in the .ex ; for what more common than to {ay of a 
perfon of kaown integrity and unblemifhed reputation, when any thing 
3s declared or. promiféd by him of which others doubt, 4¢ is ome that may 
be trufled, you may rely om bis word: meaning you may believe what he 
« fags. And refpecting a perfon of an oppofite charaGter, men of prudence 
pently €xprefs themifelves thus, ‘* We have no faith in what he re- 
_™ lates ; he isnot to be trafed; we cannot confide in him; we can have 
© no dependancée on what he fays; we can place no confidence in him.” 
The obvious meaning or defignm in ufing the above terms is to expres 
one fimple fact, which is, that fuch a man is not to be believed. Thusit 
‘@ppears, that the various names.given to faith or believing, do not, ¥ 
Bay confidered, render it’s nature doubtful or difficult to be underitood, 
which fome have appreberided: But gn the. contrary, there is.a beautiful 
and mecefary diveriity and admirable propriety in the terms “ufed by the 
Spirit of Gon, in-explaining the delightful and,importact fubje& ; which 
‘we apprehend, if properly attended to, would convince the impartial en+ 
quirer, that trae faith confitts in acordial belief of divine rath, arifing 
from the evidence of it’s reality and nature. - ae thi 
| We proceed briefly to confider the third branch of faith, -or faith as: it 


committed unto him againit that day ; and to the fainis at Ephetus 


relpects perfanal intereht in /piritual biefiings.~ Believing in fenfe as 


much depends on evidence as either of the former, That which does not 
ip belong t6 all men, or is not every one’s property, cannot fairly 
thofe 


imed by any one, without giving evidence of perfonal right ; for | 


thole whole right it is, multyhave fomething by which their-claim may be 
proved genuine, which others have not.* “Ge 
__ Raith, in the fenfe in which we now fpeak, is a believing the divine 
teflimony ari the Jous of Gon and heirs of glory. We 
with you, dearbrethren, Gonfider, that the defcriptions. Gop has given 
Of fach, do not relate to théir natural bisth nor their abilities. ‘Their 
picent, conditioa, fituation, ahd. connections in life, and every thing 


ly of an external natureand kind, are For Gop is no 


refpecier,of perfons. ‘Their interrial dilpofitions, and holy conyerfations, 
the only Criteria byswhich they are diftinguifhed. ‘The Lord, 

* Some indeed paeetend that all men ought to believe that Chrift is their's, and 
they are his, bécaufe they we e his love and death extended equally to all thie homan 
fete. ted, that fuch a faith or a firm perfeafion of perfonal intereit in Chiitt 
is quite confiftent with the aforefaid hyporhefi Eor he who believes Chriit loved and 
for.every man, has as good a right hi 


" apprehenficn) as ery man, to fay 
be lowed me, and fave bimjelf fer mei he catner think otherwife, uniels he happens to 
devée of his humanity. is no need of onal holinefs to prove his claim. All 


brats, for it 18. not likely chat any will fufpe@ his being of the 


that is neceflary in that cafe is to demonilate he is one of the frames Gens and nat 
order, 


at 
t 
‘ 
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- ghe riches of his fovereign grace, makes them to differ from others and 

their former felves, and then minutely defcribes thedifference made, and 
kindly conneéts the promife of falvation to all the genuine actings of thofe 
new principles, of which they are the happy fubje&ts. Thofe only are 
the heirs of falvation to whom the Lord it’s author declares it belongs. 
Caapaoey none are warranted by the {criptures to believe the.bleflings 
of the gofpel are their ew, any further than as their characters anfwer to 
the de/criptions given of thofe who fhall be faved. Some there are who” 
feem to be under an awful delufion, apprehending that true faith and it’s 
foul-deftructive oppofite, unbelief, always refpet perfonal intereft. ‘They 
men to believe firmly that Chrift-is their’s, even while there is no 
evidence from feripture, fenfe, or reafon, that he ts fo. . But though there 
is mo eviderce of the thing believed being true, yet it will, it is daid, be 
found a fad, if they can but firmly. believe it; and to doubt of perfonal 
fafety is accounted by fuck the damning fin of unbelief.* This fentiment 
is thought to be countenanced by the apoltle’s words, de that doubteth is 
damued, Rom. 14, 23. thatisy if de eat, not otherwife. .So that doubt-— 
ing was not what Paul fo feverely cenfured, but the eating of that which » 
the had not fatisfaétory evidence was lawful. to be partook of. 
confequence of which, fo far as refpected shat aftion, he ftood condemned 
in his own con{cience, and likewife by Gop, and good men. ‘Therefore 
? sie thas ought to be perfuaded in his own mind, refpecting what is 
lawful and right, becaufe hé who thinketh any thing unclean; tohim it > 
is unclean. And fhould not every one be equally concerned to obtain 
evidence of the reality of what he believes? For falfehood will never | 
become a faét though men fhould ftrain every nerve in ftriving to believe 
it. There is not the leaft-iatimation in fcripture, that a perton ought 
believe Chri& is“his own, in order that he may be his; or that #€ a man 
can but firmly believe his fins’are pardoned, all his tranfgreffions fhall be 
forgiven. The facred fcriptures require no man to believe a thing is true , 
which is not previou/ly revealed as a fact. For faith does not give exiffence 
to what is believed, but the very exiftence of /aizd is owing to the eviderice. 
of truth, A mar would be as an idiot, were he to plead in 
* It is fomewhat fingular that this notion of faith, as confifting in an affurance of — 
perfonal intereft in Chritt, which was in the laft age reckoned a diftinguifhed tenet of 
thofe that were then called Antinomians, thould be pringipally maintained by the moft 
zealous Arminians of the prefent day, 
The well-known leader of the yp eae Metbedifis has been frequently charged with - 
duplicity and ungenerous: artifice, but perhaps one inflance which has been hitherto 
wnnoticed, will be found, vpon examination, to exceed thefe for which he has been . 
moitt feverely cenfured,---We fefer to his moft' partial and mutilated abridgement of 
profident Edwards's account of the life of David Brainced; the original of which we fo 
warmly recommended in our Jaft annual letter. We fhould apprehend that whoever 
compares the genuine account with Mr. Wefley’s extra@ in vol, xii. of his works 
(Briftol edit. 1772) would be unable to forbear fulpecting that his grand n in this 

performance was under pretence of givin the fubfance of ‘Mr. Brainerd’s 

_ Xperience, to keep them from perufing 2 replete with the moft firiking evidence — 
of the holy tendency of the dodipine of grace. No publication we ever yet faw is 
better calowlated to fap the fé ation of Mr. Wefley’s erroneous principles than 
the genuine life of Brainerd. It was therefore very politic, but very unfair, in this 
manner to curtail a hiftory which has fuch a tendency to confirm thole 
which are called calviniftic, and to give the mott powéltal confutation of Mr. Wefley’s 
wfeal mifveprefentation of them. He bimtelf can hardly pretend to thew a more 
tminent example of felf-denial, meeknefs, humility, forgivenefs of injuties, zeal for 


Gon’s glory, love to mankind, and an ardent thirfl after univerfal holinefs, ac. than 
Mr, Srainerd. Yet it is evident, from the true narrative of his converfion, 
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upon his bein credibly ine 
ere was one o t value, 


formed, and. therefore, firmly believed, 


| " lying and being in fuch a place: though he fliould add that the belief: of 
| it’s being his own, has afforded him unfpeakable pleafure for a /ong ume; 
yea. that he has not had. one doubt refpecting his title, for feveral years, © 


pleas would be regarded no further than as mournfal indications 


OF infanity..... 


‘4 It might be well if pérfons would try their fkill of things of lefs moment 
- “than what involves their eternal welfare ; and if they find they are fuc- 
cefsfal in converting common faljoods into fads by the power of faith, 
then may they entertain fome comfortable ho 


pe that all will be qwe// at 
h 


Taft, provided they firmly believe it, aldhou 


evidence from fcriptutey fenfe, or reafon, 
ety. | 


they ought to be cautious, and tremble, leaft what they believe without 
evidence of -it’s reality, be {wept away asa refuge of lies, and their fouls 
, mourn at the laft with bitter Jamentations, that theysrejoiced in a thin 
+, OF nought.¢ But dear brethren, we hope better things of you, though. 
'* wethus fpeak. You have not fo learned Chrift, if {0 be that ye have 
heard him, and been tatght of him, as the truth is in ane We befeech 
ou to examine yourfelves whethef you are th the faith; whether you are 
included in the defcription Gop has given of faints, as fuch, in the 
‘{eriptares of truth. Do you comdially teceive and embrace Jefus the 
_faviour, for thofe purpofes for which he is given of Gop, as has been 
mentioned? If fo, fuch a reception is an evidence you are born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the fich, nor’of the will of man, but of Gop, 
John 1.13. And if children, they heirs, heirs of Gop and joint heirs 


Chait, It is the will of Gop that thofe who haverfled for refuge 


Je was plainly founded in a clear, trong and undoubting perfuafion of the. 


truth of ahefe things, appertaining to thefe do@rines which Arminians obje& 


1% spain, and which his own mind bad contended moft about before. . And his — 
a 


alorig operated in fuch a manher as tended to confirm thefe dotrines. An 
articularly declared, that when he lay a long while on the verge of eternity, he faw 
early the truth of thefe grarid doctrines of the gofpel, which are juitly ftiled the 


weil as Mr. B.'s fentiments composting the nature of faith, though Mr. B, fo ftrenuoufly 
oppoted that idea of it which Me. W. maintains: and particularly when a little re- 
covered from that violent fit of illnefs at Bolton, about three or four months before 


and open teftimony againit that opinion chas the efénce of faving faith lies in believing 
“that Chrift died for me in ecient and that this is the fed a& of faith in a true 
believer's clofing with Chriit.--d 
had publicly defended that tenet, that the effence of faving faith was wholly left out 
 @f that definition, and that he never had greater ajJurance of the falfenefs of Lhe princi- 
ples of thofe who maintain fuch a faith, and of. their dangerous and deftrudive 
tendency ; ora more affegting fenfe of the delufion and mifery of thofe that de- 
| ed.on getting to heaven by /uch a faith (whil@they had no better) than he lately. 
he was fuppofed to be at the Webley death and expeded every 
pats into eternity. Compare p. 9, with We wit € 
Pp. 326.---p. 233, with Wefley 327.---p. 246, wah Welley We wit 


p received the thanks of feveral members of the claffis of Amflerdam, the book 


bere tranflated in Holland, and was highly approved by the univerfity of 


| 


| + Amos 6. 13: Prov. 32% 


at the preferit there is no. 
t they are in a flate of . 


Bat if they firid they cannot convert one fingle falfehuod into’a faa, 


epivine of grace, and never felt -himfelf fo capable of demoniitating truth of 
All thie Mr. W. with thémott ctafty and culpable care, has fludioufly concealed, as 


his death, be gladly embraced an opportunity which offered to bear a very full, plain, - 


laring, in a long conference with a gentleman who | 


vliar carneltnefs Mr, Edwards's juft obfervations on Mr. Brainerd’s life, for which 


"es 
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| 
the fer before them, fhould have ftrong confolation, for which rpofe. 
he the promife of falvation with an oath——fee Heb. 6. 
- The compaflionate Jefus “has defcribed thé people who are bleffed, and. 
fhall be bleffed, as poor in fpirit, ‘holy and humble, mourning ander”) 
fenfe of fing and of a meek.and merciful difpofition, hangering and: 
- thirfting after righteoufnefs, and being the fubjetts of heart purity, they’ 
long for full conformity to they:love to promote peace amongit: 
men, and yet their fy By to divine truth 1s fuch, that they are forae’s: 
_ fake willing to forego the fweets of focial friendthip amongit men, and to’ 
fuffer perfecation and flander—fee Matt. 5..3--12. 

* "Thofe who, loye Gop and his holy image wherever they fee it, who: 
~ approve.of his authority, and hope in his mercy, er admire the eguity of 

his government, and the grace of his gofpel; in a word, thoie who 

humbly depend upon Chrift, and:are truly devoted to him, to all fuch,. 
whether ourfelves or others, the promifes of falvation are made. Ivis’ 

a revealed truth, that fach fhall not perifh, bat have everlatting life; 

to which truth we are called by the sniheades of Gop, to give.the fulleft 

-eredit: for all of {uch a defeription may truly fay, this is the record that 

Gop hath given to ws eternal life, and this life is in his fon. Now he that’ 

- believeth this to his own comfort (if he be not deceived) hath vse auitnefe’ 
in bim/elf, or a confcioufnels of his need, and approbation of Jefus the: 
faviour, :0 ahom, and to whole cau/2, he feels aunion of affection. For 
he that is joined tothe Lordis of one {pirit with him—feea John 5. 10--1 ft 
1 Cor. 6, 17. , Thus béing affured of the fact, by faith as founded on: 
the divine teltimony, it fhotild be the concern of every fuch believer to 
arrive at the afurance of hope, as to it’s fulfilment in refpett of themfelves 
in particular, It is an inconteftable faét, that he that hath the fou, hath 
life; and he, that hath not.the fon, hath not life, John. 12. And. 
ewho/oever believeth as the fcripture hath faid,: ferteth to his feal that Gop 
is true, John 3.33. And he that believeth not Gop (refpetting the 
final falvation of 


" 
| 


> 


hat aré fpiritually anited to Chrift) hath made him 

aliar, becaufe he believeth’ not the record that Gop gave of his fon, whe 
caine to fave his people not but from their fins, Matts'1,21.. Becon* 
cerned, ‘brethren, we entreat you, to difcover the truth of your:faith: 
your works; ever remetmber that it is by holy obedience that your faith — 
is proved to be of & g@nuine kind. awe’ fay that we have fellowfip 

ath Gob, and walk in darknefs, ve lie, and do wot the truth. He that 

fayeth I know bim, and Reepeth not his commandments, isa liar, and the 
truth is not in him. He that fayeth be abideth in him, ought bimjelf to 


 qualk even at he walked, We bave not written to you becaufe you know not 


the truth, butvbecaufe ye know it, and that wo le is-of the truth. Thifé 
things we have written unto you that BELIYVE on the name of the fom of 
Gov (with a cordial*approving faith) shat ye may KNOW ge bave — 
eternal life. And that ye may believe on the name of the fon of Gov with 
appropriation as well as approbation—tiee's Johns. g--1 3. 
You will perceive we hope, by what been faid, the fpecific 
difference between true faith and that cold unanimating affent, which 
formal and profane pfofeffors may give to religiousfubjects; the | 
and connection of which may be percewed, where dlindne/s prevails — 
 -refpeéting the /piritual glory and beauty of divine truth. Nor is teal — 
faith lefs diftinguifhable from thofe groundlefs perfuafions and airy- fancies — 
Whichvelate the micds of fome, For icriptural faith is founded | 
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faith, the Lord, whether it relate to fimple matters of fa& tbat things 
gee, or theig ‘revealed wature and quality reipecting what they are, or re- 
atively confidered qubo/e they are; therefore believe not every {pirit, but 
} zy them by that touchitone off truth, the divine tefimeny, Religion is of 
| 


a mature infinitely important, and calls for the greateit caution and, cir- 
| ion; 2 ption therein is of all others the moft,dreadful and 
dangerous : it is that & which men are the moft liable, apd of which they — 
ase he hardeR to be convinced ; efpecially thofe who are taught to believe _ 
| quithout evidence. For being under the dominion of felf-love, and deaf © 
to reafon and revelation, they are apt to belicve every thing of a foothing 
mature. Comfort initead of conformity to Gov is to theai the all of 
religion, when that is obtained by a delufive periuafion of future 
happihefs, every attempt to deliver them from the fatal fnare is treated 
as an anpardonable infult, or an inftance of fuch cruelty as merits. 
their. warmef refentment and moit vehement and (in their own elteem) © 
soot virtuous indignation. Such an one being held by the cords of this 
fin, he cannot (while fo) deliver his foul, nor. fay, is there not a lie in 
my right hand (job 5. 22. Iai. 44. 20.) being taughe the art of believing 
itintoa truth. His pre/umption and plea/ure by turns mutually fupport 
each other; for being confident he is comfortable, and being comfortable 
he is therefore confident; all is well. For according to fach people’s fenti- 
ments, a man mult be right, ided he ‘thinks fo, and does not fear 
8 being wrong. As if the apoftle, when he faid dt us fear, had meant 
| | det sit ruin faith, Heb. 4.4. | How very ftriking is the contraft drawn by 


the Holy Ghoft between thofe of the above Character and fuch who are 

wife to falvation, The Ample believeth every word, but the prudent looketh 

‘weil to bis going. A wife man feareth and departeth from evil, out the 

feel nacetd and is convipint, Prov. 14..15,16. 

As a conclufion of this particular, permit us to.obferve, that though 
faith in all the faints is Like "gwen in 0’ natire; yet it is very different 
as to it’s degrees im diftin& perfons, and in the fame ns at different 
ames, One fays, Lord if thoucanitdo any thing. Another’s language | 
is, Jf. thou wilt thou cant make me clean. And ‘thejdifciples of Jefus, 
ja atime of darknefs faid, W%¢ trufled it had been be. To whom he ad- 
drefied himielf when they were in a ftate of hefitation, in the following . 
ron age yet cutting words; O ye of little faich, wherefore did ye 

” Every child of Goo is poffefied of what is in it’s nature an evidence of 
{ an intereit in Jefus, but they have not always light enough to difcern it. 

. Therefore, who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his fervant {the blefled Emmanuel) that walketh in darknefs and 
hath no light? Let him truit in the namie of the Lord, and ftay upon his 
Gop, 50. 10. who doesnot defpife the day of {mall things. Ye 
weak of the flock, confider that the compaffionate Jefus will gather the 
lambs in his arms, carry them in his bofom, and gently lead them that 
are with young, !fai. 40.11. May each of the Churches be caurious 
without being crae/. Let none be admitted ito your communities but. 
fuch as give evidence of the reality of their faith ; and fuch as are weak 

in the faith receive ye, Rom. 14. 1. 


We thall now briefly confider the importance of fpecial faith in 
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Without true faith in Jefus there is no falvation to. be expetted front 
him, By grace are ye faved through faith.* Hethat believeth and is . 
_ baptized fhall be faved, and he that believeth not thal be damned.t He 
- that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that believeth notiscon- 
_demned already, becaufe he hath not bebieved ow the name of the only 
_ begotten fon of Gov,t whom he hath fet forth to be a propitiation 
- through faith in his blood § Neither is there any other name given under 
heaven asnong mca whereby we mutt be faved:|} Though men devife 
ten thoufand methods of falvation, yet if the fcriptares be ac all regarded, 
prone will avail but faith im Jefus, However, faith may be decried as 
-infignificant,” and. virtue (though partial) -be extolled as to 
fature blifs: we with you to remember what the. redeemer hath faid, 
_] am the way, and no man car come unto the father but by me. Andas. 

to the various pleas urged im favour of thofe whofe deportment is decent, 
though deititute of faith, we have only to fay, that according to the 
{eriptures we ought to dread being found among them who fhall have theiz 
portion in a future ftate with andelievers—tee Luke t2. 46. 
2. It is by faith we become acquainted with the great and gracious 
defigns of Gop. Reafon cotldynever have found out the method of fab 
vation ; or whether it was for Gop to jufify a finner, confiftent 
withshis natural purity, and the righteoufnef of his government. Al} the 
philofophers on earth, and angels in heaven, could never have difcovered 
bow the perfections of Deity could be glorified, and finners faved. But. 
now this wifdom of Gop f opened up, and difplayed by the gofpel, 
which faith receives and furveys, with profound reverence and holy 
wonder. Faith enters into, and difcovers the very immanent aéts of Gop. 
The fecrets of Jehovah’s heart are laid open to,faith, through the intel- 
ligence brought by Jefus, the meflenget of the covenant, who lay in his 
bofom. When faith afcends* mount Calvary’s fummit, to view the 
 fuffering faviour, with the cau/er and confeguences of his dolorous death, 
what a profpe&t opens to the believer’s view | a boundlefs eternity prefents 
itfelf, (Aéts 4, 27, 28.) in which faith beholds, the fovereign love and 
folemn tranfaétions of Deity, in favour of the fons of men, when as yet 
there was none of them, In confequence of which covenant engagements, 
Jefus, in our nature, became a faerifice to punitive juftice, that the 
finner might be faved and treated as the friend and favourite of God.** 
Faith likewife looks forward to an endlefs duration of celeftial pleafure 
and heavenly blifs, to which every perfon and — in Jehovah ftands 
engaged (through the merit and mediation of Jefus) to bring his cholen 
to the full poffeifion and énjoyment thereof. at | 
\_ 3 Not only éxformation, but conjolation is owing to faith: men, as the. 
fabjeéts of it, are’ pronounced juttified ; and byat they have peace with 
Gop through dur Lord Jetus Chrift; and have accefs into the grace wherein 
_ they ftand, and réjoice in hope of promifed glory. Rom. 5. 1--4. Hence 
T imothy was fent by the apofile to the Theffalonians to comfort them 
- Concerning their faith. 1 Thef. 3.2. It is by faith faints are declared to 
be the fons of Gop, and in union with Chrift Jefus. It is by faith that all 
' we, outiof Chriit’s fullnefs rective, and grace for . Faith views all 


the divine perfections with pleafure ; and righteouinefs, fo much a 
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Sy man’s tranfetefion, fhincs with peculiar luftre in the believers falva- 
gion ; and as engaged in his fayour, it is in the gofpel, Revealed from 
faith to faith. Rom. 1.17. If you are true believers, you have reafon 
to rejoice evermore,*. even with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory, 
For all things are your’s, and ye are Chrift’s, and Chriit is God’s, 
Cor, 3. 22, 23. | 
effential.to acceptable worfhip. He that cometh unto Gop 
quit believe that he is, and likewife what he is, even a rewarder of 
them who. diligently feek him.¢ Without faith our worthip would be 
momeaning dull formality. But by faith the beautiful character of Gop 
is. furveyed ; his authority revered; and the noble ends of his holy in- 
fittutions underflood and purfued. Through faith the heart goes out-to, 
and follows hard after Gop.{ it flimulates and regulates the foul in the 
exercife of all her mental powers. Fear flies from thofe appearances and 
paths which faith points out as evil and pronounceth dangerous. _ Hope 
end love, with a crowd of attendant defires, go forth in eager purfuit 
after that good which faith difcovers in the great Eternal, ‘as the fouls 
fatisfying portion.§ By faith the foul enters into the holy of hoties, and 
finds accels to Gop through the blood of Jefus, In the courfe of private 
and public duties, the believer enjoys, at times, fweet nearnefs to Gop, 
reverend and holy freedom with him, cheering expectations from’ him, 
and inexpreflible delight in him. On the other hand, confeffion, fup- 
_ plication, praife,.and prayer, are even offences to Gop where faith is 
mot: without faith are unprofitable; preaching is of novad- 
- ‘Wantage, except it be mixed with faith in them that hear it: baptifm and 
the Lord’s {upper avail nothing without faith; they are only figns and 
figores of fpiritual things, and it is only by faith the facred fighificancy 
of thefe appointments can be difcerned, and an attendance to them ac- 
companied with true pleafure and real profit. It was by faith that Abel 
offerea a more acceptable facrifice than Cain. By faith Mofes kept the 
pafiover—fee Hieb. 11. And indeed fo important and neceffary is it in 
religion, that without faith it is impoflible to pleafe Gop. ||| For whatever 
js not of faith is fin. (Rom. 14. 23.) | 
§. True faith is an invariable friend to holinefs, and the fource from 
whence real virtue flows. It purifies the heart, and is denominated by 
them who well knew it’s nature a mofl bely faith. (Jude 20.) The be- 
hever by faith confiders him with whom he has to do is a difcerner of the 
thamghts and intents of the heart, and his mental language often is shox 
Ga fecft me.@ By faith Gop dwells in his heart, and his heart centers 
| his Gops. Faith looks to the Holy Ghoft, in the charaéter of a 
fanétifier, as, well as to Jefus the faviour. And the believer’s foul is as 
much concerned to have confcience purified as pacified. His faith gives 
full credit to the folemn declaration, that without holinef$ no man fhall 
fee the Lord. Heb. 12.14. 4 living faith is an avowed encmy to dad 
works, and the beft promoter of holy obedience. Jt is true, that in point 
pt jultification or per/onal acceptance with Gon, faith ftands in oppofition 
tothe works of the law, and cannot beara coalition, between the grace of 
Gop, and the obedience of men. But for other purpofes, faith approves 
_ @F the connection, and cannot bear the idea of a feparation. So {trong 
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and clofe } & friendthip between faith and holy obedience, that a dif. 
union w uid be it’s deftruétion. As fayeth the apolile, Faith without 


works is dead, being alone. James 2.17. Do we therefore make void 
the law through faith ? God forbid ; we eftablith the law. Rom. 3. 31, 
As it is the very nature Of faith to believe the divine teltimony, there is 
nothing it more fully credits than that true chrillians are not without law 
Gop, but under the law to Chrift. {1 Cor. 9. 21.) Faith therefore 

points toa period, which ope longs for the arrival of, when the righteous- 
nefs of the law fhall be fulfilled sn us, as well as it has been for us. 
Rom. 8. 4 Ina word, faith prefers holinefs to it’s own exiftence. It 
was brought into being (if we may fo fpeak) for the purpofe of forming 
finners for heavenly vlifs, and accompanying them to the entrance on 
perfect ay Then will faith (and hkewife it’s companion hope) 
expire like good old Simeon, who in raptures of joy faid with the faviour 
in his arms, Now Jetteit thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have feen thy ialvation. 


6. Gofpel faith is abfolutely neceffary to fupport the foul under the 
trying viciflitudes of life and the agonies of death. Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous® in paffing through this vale of tears. Various diftrefling 
difpenfauions and buffeting temptations combine to deprefs their {pirits, 

crufh them down into deep defpondency.+ But faith, in the precious 
promifes with which the gofpel abounds, infpires the mind with calmne/s 
and courage. Does the world appear a formidable foc? This is the 
victory whereby we overcome it, even our faith. 1 John 5.4. The 
language of Gop is, Be content avith fuch things as ye bave, I will never 
leave you nor: forfake you. Faith enables the believer with the apoftle to 
reply, Sothen, we may boldly fay the Lord is my helper, and I will mot 
fear what man can do unto me, Heb. 13. 5,6. Faith views Jefus at the 
helm of all human affairs, and is perfuaded every thing fhall work to- 


gether for the good of them who love Gop and are called according 
to his purpofe. 
Again, Gop declares all things under the fun are vanity. || A belief of 
this prevents elevation in outward profperity, and inordinate anxiety 
in the darkelt providences; and influenceth the foul to forlake /enfible 
for invifible enjoyments, and in the molt trying feafon with compolure 
10 fay all is well. § | 
When faith enables us to view Gop as our refuge and ftrength, a very 
prefent help in trouble, the coriclufion is, therefore will mot we tear though 
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be caft into the midit 
of the fea, thoagh the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 
mountains fhake with the {welling thereof, (Pf. 46.) For in {uch a fcene 
of confufion and horrid defolation, faith rifes up from amidit the ruins of 
nature, and leads the happy foal toa kingdom which cannot be moved, 
to a city whofe foundations are as frm and durable as Jehovah’s throne. 
“« His hand the good man faltens on the fkies, and bids earth roll, nor 
‘* feels her idle whirl.””q Do the faints tremble under a fenfe of their 
own weaknefs and folly, when called to combat with the powers of dark- 
nefs? Yes; they are difmayed when they confider the force, the fury, 
and the fraud of that infernal hoft. But when faith brings the cheering 
C intelligence 


| | 
Pf. 6. 12. See Eph. 1. 21, 22. Rom. 8.23. Beclef. 1. 
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intelligence, the Gono feall bruife Satan under pour fut foortly, 
(Rom, 16. 20.) their fou 

We are more tlan conquerors through him that loved us: for each believer 
may with confidence fay, ‘‘ I am perfuaded that neither death nor life, 
‘* nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
‘¢ things to come, nor heights, nor depths, nor any other creature fhall 


** be able to feparate us from the love of Gop which is in Chrift Jefus 
** our Lord. Rom. 8. 37--39. ! 


anticipate the victory, and in triumph fing, 


The laft enemy is generally on various acequnts the moft dreaded ; but 


how often have timorous faints been triumphant when called to grapple 

with death: they have dared to look the king of terrors in the face with 
{weet compofure; and with courage fay, O death where is thy fling, 

O grave where is thy victory. Believing views of Fe/us as Febovah, and 

a perfuafion of his prefence in that perilous period will make the feeble 

faint become as David, who with holy boldnefs faid, Though I walk 

through the valley and fhadow of death I will fear no evil, for thou art 

with me, thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me. Pf. 23. 4. 


Read deas brethren, read with a fpirit of emulation, the triumphs of 


faith in Heb. 11. as exemplified in thofe worthies, whofe names are en- 
rolled in the eternal records of fame, and whofe fouls are landed fafe on 
the peaceful fhores of immortal blifs. O that all of you may be followers 
_ of them who through faith and patience now inherit the promifes ; that at 
_ Jaft you may receive the end of your faith, eventhe falvation of your 


fouls. And may you and we, in our daily addrefies to the divine throne, 
never forget the difciples requeft, but make it our own, crying with holy 


fervour to the divine Jefus, Lord emcreafe our faith! Finally brethren, 
pray for us who are for Chrift’s fake, 


Your willing fervants in the gofpel. 
Signed on behalf of the bois 
affociate brethren, by ROBERT HALL, Moderator, 


S$. 

On Tuefday evening we met at the ufual hour, afer time {pent in 
prayer and a moderator chofen, the letters from the feveral Churches were 
read, and minutes made of their contents. The opportunity was then 
concluded in prayer. | 

On Wednelday morning about fix, we met for prayer, in which feveral 
of the minifters were engaged, 

At or about ten, the public meeting began—our brother Evans of 
Foxton prayed—after which brother Sutcliffe of Olney gave a brief 
account of the nature and defign of the affociation—brother Ryland, 
fenior, of Northampton, preached from Rev. 3. 2. Be watchful and 
Jirengthen the things which remain that are ready to die. Brother Smith, 
of Oakham, praved, and brother Hall, of Arnefby, preached from 
t Cor. 13.13. Now abideth faith, hope, charity, thefe three; but the 
greate/i of thefe is charity. Brother Gill, of St. Albans, concluded the 
public meeting with prayer. 

The afternoon was {pent in confidering divers cafes, and in the evening 
public worfhip was again attended to. 

Brother 
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Brother Booth, of London, preached from 1 John 4. 11. Beloved, if 


Gop fo loved us, we ought alfo to love one another. | 

The contents of the circular letter were afterwards read by the moderator, 
and being approved, was ordered to be printed. 

Thurfday morning we met for prayer and communicating the dealin 
of Gop with us, as minifters, during the latt year, which we fill find 
mutually advantageous. Near twelve, the affociation was concluded with 
prayer by the moderator. 


State of the Churches fince the laft Affociation : 


Added upon profeffion of faith and experience, - - 49 

By letters of difmiflion from other churches, - - 6 ; 

Excluded from church.¢communion, = 18 

Difmilled to other churches, - - 5 
4 


Increafe, ° 17. 


N. B. The next affociation to be held at Outneyr, on Wednefday, 
June id (Whit/un-Week not being fuitable on the account of fairs in that 
neighbourhood.) Brother Hopper and brother Guy to preach ; in cafe of 
failure brother Fudier and brother Gill, 


The ‘ae and meffengers to meet the evening before, 
*,” Put up at the Swan. . | 


NORTHAMPTON; Paixtep ay T, DICEY, 


In the Prefs, or perbaps by this Time publifbed, 
HELP ZION’s TRAVELLERS: 


An ATTEMPT to remove various STUMBLING-BLOCK 
out of the WAY, 


DOCTRINAL, EXPERIMENTAL, anno PRACTICAL 
RELIGION, 
By ROBERT HALE. 
‘To be fold by Mr. George Keith, Gracechurch- Street; and 
| Mr. Gowen, in Paternofter- Row, Londoa.,. | 
’ Price 38. OF 38. 6d. bound, 
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| é VOL. Wl. O&avo. 

-CONTEMPLATIONS on the | 

| “Name Jehovah, dfcribed to him above 178 Times in Scripture ; 

Name Gon, alcribed to‘him above 100 Times, all the 


Divine Perfeftions, afcribed to him in as full a Senfe as to 
“Gop the'Pather, the Divine Works of Creation, Providence, 
Redemption; Regeneration,’ the Refurreétion of the Dead, and 


of the Lord Jefus Chrift, demonftrated from the. 


Eternal Judgments with tabove “70 ‘Acts of Divine Worhhip , 


> 


paid to bim in Scripture, ute ig 
a Ul. CONTEMPLATIONS on thé Divinity, Perfonality, 


and graciotts Operatiohs of the Holy Spirit at large, demonftrated_ 
from all the Parts of the facred Scriptures. 


Ill, CON TEMPLATIONS on the Beauties of Creation, 
© that is to fay, the Sun, Moon, and Planets, the Starry. Heavens, 
and the Wonders of Space—the Air and’ it’s Contents—the, 
Earth and Seas—the Vegetables and Animals—the Stru@ture of. 
the Human Body—and the wonderful Powers, Pafficns, and. 


‘ 


Immortality of the Human Soul. 


1V. CONTEMPLATIONS.ona {pecial and patticulat 

_ | Providence; or a Demonttration that all. Things «in Heaven, 
Earth, and Hell, muff néeds work for the Good of every, Perfon 
,who fear$ and loves Gop the Redeemer; with Re‘erences to 
Aelect Books on each Head, 2 


By JOHN RYLA 
Subfcriptions are taken in by the Author's Friends, in Northampton, 
and Briftol ; and by Mr.’Chafles Dilly, in the Poultry, London, 
ss. in Boards. —— Half to be paid on Subjcribing, | 


ND, A.M. Northampton, 


A few remainipg Copies may! he had of thé-Author, of GOD’¥ 

~RXPERIMENTAL AGENTS, 

a SERMON, predched at a Meeting of Minifters at Kettering 

at the Requeft oftmtin heatd particularly the 

aftors of the Baptift Churches at Arnefby, Soham, Oakhatt, 


By J. RYL AN 
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